
 

 

 



 

 

olivia is a country with a unique 
diversity of landscapes and ecosistems 
reaching from the Andean Plateau 

(Altiplano) to the Amazonian forest and 
including part of the driest deserts on Earth 
as well as extraordinarily rich agricultural 
lands. Remarkable for its biodiversity is native 
maize, with at least 77 varieties constituting a 
staple diet for most of the indigenous 
peoples.  

For them, maize is not just a source of food, 
but also part of their identity and culture, 
appearing in many religious beliefs, myths 
and legends. For all Bolivians, maize also 
enrichens traditional cuisine and is used for 
making a wide variety of drinks and other 
products of daily use.  

AN AMERICAN GIFT TO THE WORLD 

Potato and maize –corn-, are probably the 
two native American crops with the strongest 
influence on the diet and history of 
humankind. Cultivated in South America from 
at least 2500 years BC, according to 
archaeological records from Peru, potato was 
taken to Europe sometime during the 1500’s. 
It soon became an essential component in 
the diet of the northern countries, specially 
Germany, and provided relief for the severe 
famines that periodically affected the 
continent.  

The terrible Irish famine of the 1840’s, that 
forced millions of the inhabitants of the 
country to emmigrate was due to the failure of 
potato crops. Maize may well have been 
taken back to Spain during the first 
Columbian voyage, because it was 
“discovered” when Columbus reached Cuba.  

Like potato, it also acquired an important role 
for the nutrition of the European population. 
In Northern Italy, the creamy dish made from 
corn flour known as “polenta” became part of 
the cultural identity of regions such as 

Lombardy and Liguria, to the extent that 
people from the South jokingly call their 
Northern fellow countrymen “polentoni” 
(polenta eaters). 

 

 

For native American peoples, however, maize 
is not just a plant with a nourishing fruit, but a 
symbol of many religious and cultural beliefs 
related to fertility and prosperity. Scientists 
have found out that 9000 years ago some 
farming people from southwestern Mexico 
managed to genetically modify, using natural 
methods, a wild plant called “teosinte”. It is 
assumed that the teosinte, which can still be 
found in Mexico, is the ancestor of maize. 
How that plant reached South America is still 
a mistery, but there is no reason to disregard 
the possibility that southern native peoples 
may have conducted similar genetic 
experiments.  

Whatever its origins, from Mexico to Peru and 
Bolivia we find today an extraordinary array of 
varieties of maize, a true genetic treasure. 
But such treasure may be lost forever due to 
the increasing use of genetically modified 
seeds promoted by multinational companies 
such as Monsanto -recently taken over by 
Bayer-, who employ every marketing 
technique to extol the benefits of GM crops, 
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such as higher productivity and plague 
resistance. 

Because of the threat posed to local small 
and medium farming by free trade treaties 
such as NAFTA, which facilitate the control of 
seeds markets by multinationals thus causing 
native varieties to disappear, Mexican 
farmers are fighting to protect native maize. 
Peru is also at risk and though Bolivia had 
been relatively free of GMOs until recently, 
there are already over 1.000.000 hectares of 
GM soybean. 

Article 225 of the Bolivian Constitution 
expressly bans import, production and selling 
of GMOs. The prohibition is reinforced and 
regulated by many other laws and decrees 
and authorities frequently use the social 
media to insist on their commitment to 
environmental protection, underlining that 
president Evo Morales has banned GMOs. 
However, this seems to be above all a 
propaganda campaign against the civil 
society organizations who denounce that 
there is an increase in GM crops encouraged 
by the government. Maize is probably the 
most important native crop under threat from 
such an increase. 

 

TRANSGENIC MAIZE IS ALREADY HERE 

According to CENDA, the Andean Center for 
Communications and Development, around 
50% of Bolivian agricultural land is already 
affected by GMOs, mainly in the eastern and 
southern regions. CENDA research has 
revealed that there are about 30.000 hectares 
illegally planted with GM maize. Seed 
traffickers bring into the country a GM seed 
known as “betito” and the government keeps 
a blind eye. Therefore, it is no far-fetched to 
assume that soon GM maize will become as 
extensively cultivated as GM soybean already 
is. 

 

Bolivia is a secondary centre of origin of maize 
because there are 77 varieties in the country. 
In a total of 90.000 hectares of maize, 30.000 are 
transgenic 
According to journalistic investigations, GM seeds are 
smuggled into Bolivia from Argentina 
Do transgenics favour Food Sovereignty? 
Between 2010 and 2014 Bolivian food imports 
increased by 317736 t 
Evolution of land cultivation by percentages: 
Cereal, Oleaginous and industrial,Tubers and roots. 
Decree 2856 allows imports of 360000 t of transgenic 
maize under the pretext of alleviating the effects of 
drought, without taking into account the dangers of 
genetic contamination. 



CULTURAL AND ECOLOGICAL LOSSES 

Every one of the more than 77 varieties of 
native maize that are planted in Bolivia is 
important for the diet and culture of 
indigenous peoples and Bolivians in general. 

Since prehistoric times, for example, the 
Guaraní people have had maize as their 
staple diet, prepared in many ways: boiled, 
toasted, crushed to make the dish known as 
mazamorra, ground as flour from which bread 
is baked. A refreshing drink, known in 
Eastern Bolivia as “somó” and “chicha” in the 
whole country is also made from maize.  

 

If the use of GM maize seeds spreads it may 
bring about the disappearance of the many 
native varieties and seriously affect the right 
of farmers and communities to decide what, 
when and how to plant. Since it is well known 
that GM seeds become the property of 
multinational corporations, indigenous 
peoples will not only lose part of their heritage 
but will also end up depending on those 
corporations for survival.  

 

 

 

 

 

That is why Bolivian civil society is alert to the 
threat from GMOs and many groups and 
organizations are making a huge effort to 
inform consumers and demand an 
explanation for the leniency of the 
government towards illegal cultivation. No 
authority has given a satisfactory answer to 
the questions adressed in information 
campaigns, seminars, debates and letters to 
officials, in spite of the guarantees of 
transparency and the right to be informed 
enshrined in the Constitution. All the social 
media tools plus direct contacts and 
coordination with the communities most 
vulnerable to the threats posed by GMOs are 
employed by a network of civil society 
organizations to increase awareness of the 
problem countrywide.  

Our organization S.O.S MAIZ BOLIVIA is part 
of that network, committed to create an 
information resources platform using the 
social media and producing a 30’ long 
documentary named “AVATI” (provisional 
title). 

The aforementioned documentary will 
describe the historic and cultural context in 
which the cultivation of maize is inserted in 
Bolivia, shedding light on the gap between 
promises and actions for the protection of the 
environment by the government. 



AIMS OF THE DOCUMENTARY 

“AVATI” (provisional title) is a documentary 
centred in determining the extent of the 
contamination caused by transgenic maize in 
the southern Bolivian region called Chaco 
Boliviano, where it is widely known the use of 
Bt maize, an insect-resistant transgenic seed. 
Transgenic maize is cultivated in the main 
area of industrial agriculture, where local 
farmers create hybrid seeds using native and 
transgenic varieties. 

“AVATI” will also deal with the role played 
traditionally by maize in the diet and customs 
of the indigenous Bolivian peoples, taking as 
an example small Guaraní communities from 
the Chaco Boliviano, where there is already 
evidence of genetic erosion caused by the 
presence of GM maize.  

 

 

 

 

 

Further North, in the areas around the cities 
of Cochabamba and La Paz there are native 
varieties of maize that are not yet under 
threat, but experts believe that genetic 
contamination may reach them by way of 
pollinization and seed exchange. 

 

A general view of the problems caused by the 
loss of genetic biodiversity will also be a 
subject of “AVATI” with emphasis on the fact 
that when a people stops relying on its own 
resources for feeding there is a cultural and 
identity loss. 

 

 

 



FIRST SOS MAIZ FIELD TRIP  

By the end of February 2017 a local 
newspaper informed of the illegal trade being 
conducted at the outskirts of Santa Cruz from 
transgenic maize-loaded trucks. The vehicles 
were parked at the roadside and maize was 
sold on the spot; this means that the 
authorities are not fulfilling their duties 
regarding the prohibition of GM maize. 
 
At the beginning of March 2017 several 
samples taken from markets and fields in the 
areas of Charagua, Villamontes y Yacuiba 
were analysed at a Santa Cruz laboratory, 
giving a positive identification of Round Up 
Ready (RR) maize. RR maize is resistant to 
the action of a glyphosate-based herbicide 
developed by the agrochemical multinational 
Monsanto, thus allowing the elimination of 
weeds without the GM plant being affected.  
 
On Friday 17th March 2017 SOS MAIZ 
BOLIVIA conducted a field trip to Site 20 in 
the Pinondi Mennonite farming colony, where 
samples were taken from the leaves of maize 
growing there.  
 

RESULTS OF THE SAMPLE 
COLLECTION AND ANALYSES 

 

 
 
- The field trip and sample analyses proving 
that illegal maize is being cultivated  
in Bolivia can be watched at: 
https://youtu.be/AXt0J3qF8nY . 
 
- Glyphosate-resistant GM Round Up Ready 
(RR) maize was identified from the samples 
taken. 
 

 

 

 

- The Monsanto RR gene was inequivocallly 
identified. The plants had middle-size cobs 
and it is also possible to assume that they 
had Bt stacks to protect them against the 
“cogollero” worm. 
 
- The plantation was detected at GPS 
coordinates UTM 20K 0498332 7806693 at 
540 meters above sea level. It contains illegal 
GM maize that can contaminate the 77 native 
Bolivian varieties developed along many 
centuries by the native peoples. Therefore, 
this GM maize poses a grave threat to food 
sovereignty and safety in Bolivia.  
 
- Trade in transgenic maize is prohibited in 
Bolivia by many laws, decrees and 
regulations, which are blatantly being 
violated, as has been proven by the SOS 
MAIZ BOLIVIA field trip. 
 
- Though Bolivia is party to the Biodiversity 
Convention, no official report on the illegal 
trade in transgenic maize has been put 
forward to the Cartagena Protocol delegates. 
  
- The Bolivian authorities have conducted no 
studies about the risk posed to humans and 
animals by the illegal production of transgenic 
maize by artisanal methods derived form the 
illegal trade in GMOs.  
 
-The illegally grown Bolivian transgenic maize 
is being sold at the Bolivian Chaco markets 
for human consumption. 
 
- Watch: https://youtu.be/SR_mCU_TZU0 . 

 

https://youtu.be/AXt0J3qF8nY
https://youtu.be/SR_mCU_TZU0


PRODUCTION AND BROADCASTING 

The time scope for research, production and 
editing is two years. Some research is 
already under way and it is expected to have 
the documentary ready for broadcasting, on 
YouTube and other media, before the end of 
2018. 

It will also be shown at independent cinemas 
and universities in La Paz, Cochabamba and 
Santa Cruz, with debates about the subject of 
GM seeds contamination at the end of each 
performance. Users of social media will be 
kept updated about all the stages of research 
and production and the communications 
strategy will be based on: 

 

Web page:  

https://sosmaizbolivia.com 

Facebook: 
https://www.facebook.com/sosmaizbolivia 

Twitter:  

@sosmaizbolivia 

YouTube:  

SosMaizBolivia 

 

BUDGET AND FINANCING 

It is estimated that “AVATI” will have a total 
cost of US$ 20.000.- 

Part of the budget it is already being financed 
by our own resources but we need some 
support in order to produce a documentary 
with the highest technical standards.  

That is why we are conducting a fundraising 
campaign and we appeal to your generosity 
and commitment to help us protect Bolivian 
native agricultural biodiversity. 

If you are interested in helping please 
contact: 

 

Rodrigo Lampasona Soruco 

Director Project SOS MAIZ BOLIVIA 

70, Teniente Alderete Street 

Santa Cruz 

Bolivia 

Email: sosmaizbolivia@gmail.com 

Mobile/WhatsApp: +59173118576 

Skype: rlampasona 
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